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In the international conference of 2012 in Budapest, a group of historians from Jyväskylä 

University will focus on the post-war crises and various events from 1945 to 1949 in Finland 

and from 1944 to 1953 in Estonia. 

It is hard to define the post-war period in the history of Estonia, since it is not as clear as in 

its northern neighbor’s post-war history. According to the historical facts as well as the 

research on the subject, it should be reasonable to start from 1944 because in September 

1944 the Red Army re-occupied Estonia (the first “red occupation” sustained from 1940 to 

1941). A researcher of Estonian history from the University of Tartu, Tõnu Tannberg, argues 

that the acceptable end of the post-war period of Estonia is the year 1953. During the period 

of 1944–1953, the soviet regime was firmly instituted in the Baltic state. 

A historian from Estonia,Toomas Karjahärm, pointed out that mass repressions is the most 

researched topic of the period. This subject was scrutinized by Aigi Rahi-Tamm, Toomas 

Hiio’s working group as well ascommission that was appointed by the President of Estonia 

Lennart Meri. Moreover, such issues as armed resistance by “Forest Brothers” and 

censorship were investigated. However, Tannberg, who focuses on the period of Estonia’s 

sovietization in 1944–1953, thinks that previously mentioned research concentrate too much 

on Estonia omitting the global perspective. The wider viewpoint is significant for a deeper 

understanding of events, which had happened at that time in international arena, Eastern 

Europe, the Soviet Union as well as Estonia.  

Among the other research on the post-war period of Estonia may be mentioned the study of 

Riho Altnurme on the history of Estonian Evangelical Lutheran church and the Soviet State 

in 1944–1949. Andrei Sõtšov examined Orthodox Eparchy position in Estonia during the 

period of 1945–1953. A docent of general history at the University of Tartu, Olaf 

Mertelsmann, has explored post-war economic history of Estonia as well as the sovetization 

of the Baltic States in 1940–1956.  

Furthermore, Meelis Saviauk studied soviet state security organs in Estonia during 1944–

1953 focusing on their tasks, structure and administration. According to the researcher, 



throughout the period strange relationship between the leaders of Soviet and Estonian 

communist party, who were totally responsible for the sovietization of Estonia, prevailed. At 

the same time the leaders were incapable of giving clear orders or control the state security 

organs. Indrek Paavle focused on the system of coercive procurement that exploited and 

punished farmers. It was also an effective way of collectivization that enabled to paralyze 

active resistance in the countryside. Last but not least, Hiljar Tammela analyzed on what 

ground approximately 2 400 Estonians were honored with the Soviet state awards on the 

occasion of the 10th anniversary of the Estonian SSR and what was the Soviet order system. 

A great deal of research on the post-war period has already been conducted but there are still 

plenty of issues to study. What approaches to European history are still missing? Are there 

any uninvestigated themes related to this particular time-span? Mental, comparative and 

microhistorical approaches to history could open new research perspectives and provide a 

deeper insight into past events from the new point of view. For example, various marginal 

groups, such as ethnical minorities of Setos, Jews and Estonian Swedes, as well as the status 

of handicapped people during the post-war years have not been extensively studied. 
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