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The Nationalization, Confiscation and Economic 

Restructuralization in Postwar Czechoslovakia/Slovakia versus 

Hungarian Minority (1945–1948) 

 

Theses 

Since its birth, the Hungarian community has been integrating itself into economic structures 

of a nation state. The last, however restricted possibilities of economic protection- and  

enforcement of interests were present in burgeois Czechoslovakia. 1945 is a caesura from the 

view point of Hungarian national minority, because we cannot speak about economic 

participants organizing them selves on national bases any more. It has come to national 

hegemonization of economy, nationalization, agrarian reform and to a violent change of the 

Slovak upper-class representatives. 

 The liquidation of legal associations, works, economic organizations and institutions, 

the fate of their properties, and mainly, the relative calculation of losses may become the 

subject of further research. There are two more issues, which can consort with this line of 

research: the post-war reshaping of Hungarian regions and the examination of the national 

economic policy. 

 The slavonic nation state Czechoslovakia and the so called folk-democratic regime 

were founded on the principles of the Košice Government Program, which was fundamentally 

different from the previous totalitarian Tiso- and the pre-Munich Masaryk political systems. 

From the view point of Czech and Slovak nationbuilding, this government program contained 

principles of state- and nation constitution, the postulates of national and social revolution, 

however, from the view point of Hungarians, it meant a codified legal, economic and social 

discrimination. It carried in itself a real danger of radicalization in point of rebuilding and new 

leading of economic sphere and state organisation. To put it the other way around, for the 

Slovak upper-class and society the Hungarian minority, mainly because of its agricultural 

character, represented the economic projection of the nationality question (aswell). 

 In certain economic regions, the ownership relations with in the majority nation were 

intended to be equalized through nationalization, not concealing, that for the sake of this the 

minority resources would also have been expropriated. According to this concept, the 

nationalization became the peak of the Slovak national development and that of the 

„revolutionary wave“, which consolidated the power structure, and according to the Marxist 
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historical construction, it led the nation towards socialism. The properties, owned and 

managed by Hungarian and German citizens, Hungarian and German national minorities in 

Slovakia and their collaboratives, were confiscated and placed under national trusteeship. It 

must be emphasized that differently from the agricultural properties, the government program 

did not mention anything about the confiscation and introduction of national trusteeship 

regarding the industrial and small-scale enterprises. Leaving this question open, the ground 

for nationalization was ensured. On the other side, the realization of land reform gained 

a special role, as the solution for the Slovak land question, which bore a close relation with 

the liquidation of Hungarian minority organized by state authorities. 

 We can analyze the economic status (status loss) of the Hungarian minority in the 

realization process of the Slovak political aims, change of property relations (nationalization, 

landreform), fate of trade associations (works, confiscation of economic organisations and 

institutions, their transformation) and in the individual loss of property effected by ethnic 

disrimination and mainly in the numeric evaluation of the se losses (not aiming at 

completeness in this place). The analysis of the post-war reconstruction of the Hungarian 

residential areas and that of the national economic policy can be consorted with this approach. 


